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MEDIA RELEASE | For Immediate Release

Why a 200-Year-Old Language is Thriving in a Digital World
Braille’s Comeback Story Ignites Passion for Learning

When assistive technology surged forward, many predicted Braille would quietly fade into history. Instead,
it is experiencing a powerful resurgence, in classrooms, in technology, and even in academic research.

More than 200 years after it was invented by French teenager Louis Braille, Braille remains the foundation
of literacy for people who are blind or living with low vision.

For the third year, See Differently with the Royal Society for the Blind, in partnership with South Australian
School and Services for Vision Impaired (SASSVI), will host the global Braille Institute’s Braille Challenge
in Adelaide, a two-day celebration of reading, writing, independence and community.

The Australian Braille Challenge brings together students aged 6 to 19 from across South Australia
including regional communities to test their Braille skills in reading, comprehension and writing in a fun,
dynamic and social competition. Yet, beyond the competition, the event builds confidence, connection and
real-world independence.

“Braille is not outdated, it is the gateway to literacy,” said the See Differently — Executive Director, Mr
Papps.

“In a world increasingly driven by technology, literacy still underpins education, employment and
opportunity. Braille gives children the same access to reading and writing that their sighted peers receive
through print. It builds independence, confidence and lifelong capability.”

Research Driving the Resurgence

The resurgence of Braille is also being fuelled by research and innovation, with See Differently’s Braille
Trainer, Aasha Rose, recently securing first place in the University of Southern Queensland 3 Minute
Thesis competition for her compelling presentation on Braille research.

“Aasha’s achievement sends a powerful message,” Mr Papps said.

“Braille is not a relic of the past. It is a living, evolving language. When our educators are leading research
on the global stage, it reinforces that literacy for people who are blind or live with low vision deserves the
same academic rigour, innovation and investment as any other field.”

Jo Minniss, Principal of SASSVI, reinforced the importance of literacy foundations.

“Through reading Braille, students develop essential skills for success in education and the workplace.
Literacy is not optional, it is foundational. The Braille Challenge reminds us that these students are not
defined by barriers, but by their potential.”

As part of the two-day experience, students will participate in orientation activities, interactive hands-on
assistive tech workshops, café-style learning sessions, cooking experiences and a unique Puppy
Experience with See Differently’s Guide & Assistance Dog team. A formal Braille Challenge Dinner
encourages students to practice independence in a supported environment, building social confidence and
life skills.

“Braille is not simply dots on a page,” Mr Papps said.
“It is independence. It is opportunity. It is life long learning. And it has a vibrant future. We are really

pleased to be able to offer this wonderful program in partnership with the Braille Institute which last year
celebrated 25 years of the Braille Challenge globally.”
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Event Details including Photo/Video Opportunities
Monday 2 March 2026 from 11.00am

Tuesday 3 March 2026 from 10.30am

U City — First Floor Function Centre

43 Franklin Street, Adelaide SA 5000

Media are warmly invited to attend. Opportunities available for interviews and photo opportunities on the
day.

Media Enquiries

Danielle Hohneck

See Differently | Marketing Specialist

0437 88 035 | danielle.hohneck@SeeDifferently.org.au

About See Differently

Founded in 1884, See Differently is one of South Australia’s oldest charities and the state’s largest
provider of low vision services. From humble beginnings in a broom factory to today’s innovative services,
our vision has never wavered. We imagine what’s possible, a world where people with low vision,
blindness, or emotional support needs live with freedom, confidence, and purpose, supported by a caring,
inclusive community. We see more than sight.



