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Urgent call for support this International Guide Dog Day  

as demand for Guide & Assistance Dogs grows 

This International Guide Dog Day, See Differently is calling on South Australians to help fund 
the next generation of life-changing See Differently Guide & Assistance Dogs, as demand for 
services continues to grow. 

This Wednesday 29 April, See Differently will be in Rundle Mall to celebrate the 
extraordinary impact of Guide & Assistance Dogs while highlighting the urgent need for 
community support to ensure more people can access these life-changing partnerships. 

Guide & Assistance Dogs provide far more than mobility. They support independence, 
confidence and connection for people who are legally blind, yet raising and training each dog 
requires significant time, expertise and investment. 

Executive Director - Damian Papps, said community donations play a critical role in making 
these partnerships possible. 

“Every Guide Dog represents years of care, training and support, and it simply wouldn’t be 
possible without the generosity of our community,” Mr Papps said. 

“Right now, more people are waiting for a Guide & Assistance Dog, and we need support to 
help meet that growing demand.” 

Globally, nearly 19,000 Guide Dogs are currently working, supported by thousands of staff 
and volunteers.  

“We know the life-changing impact these dogs have, creating greater independence, 
increased confidence, and a stronger connection to the community,” Mr Papps said. 

“With more support, we can create more of these partnerships and reach more people who 
need them.” 

Visitors to Rundle Mall will have the opportunity to meet Guide & Assistance Dogs and dogs 
in training, speak with staff and volunteers, and learn more about how they can support the 
program through donations, volunteering, or simply helping spread awareness. 

While financial contributions are critical, See Differently also continues to seek volunteers to 
support the journey, from puppy raising to providing care during training. 

“There are so many ways to be part of this, whether it’s donating, volunteering, or helping us 
share the message,” Mr Papps said. 

“Every contribution helps create a life-changing outcome.” 

Media are warmly invited to attend. Interview and photo opportunities available, with 
dogs in training onsite between 10.00am and 2.00pm. 

 

 

 

 



 

Activation Details 
Wednesday 29 April 2026 
Rundle Mall – Stephens Place 
10.00am – 2.00pm 
 
Media Enquiries  
Danielle Hohneck | See Differently - Marketing Specialist  
0437 88 035 | danielle.hohneck@SeeDifferently.org.au  
 
Volunteering Details 
Volunteering with See Differently means becoming part of a purpose-driven community of 
everyday heroes for the leading and largest Guide & Assistance Dog program in South 
Australia.  

Website >> https://seedifferently.org.au/work-with-us/volunteer/  
YouTube >> https://bit.ly/SeeDifferentlyVolunteerWithUs 
 
About See Differently  
Founded in 1884, See Differently is one of South Australia’s oldest charities and the state’s 
largest provider of low vision services. Its Guide & Assistance Dog programs combine 
decades of expertise with world-class accreditation to deliver life-changing partnerships for 
people living with blindness and veterans living with PTSD. 


