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SHIANNE DURDIN – Australia’s First Finalist at International Braille Challenge. 

Australia Makes History at the World’s Premier Braille Literacy Competition 

17-year-old South Australian Student Shianne Durdin Becomes Australia’s First 
Finalist at the International Braille Challenge Finals in Los Angeles 

 
See Differently is proud to announce that Shianne Durdin, a South Australian student, has 
been selected as Australia’s first-ever finalist in the prestigious Braille Institute’s Braille 
Challenge Finals, the world’s only academic competition of its kind for students who are 
blind or visually impaired. Shianne will travel to Los Angeles to compete at the University of 
Southern California (USC) from 25–27 June 2026. 

Shianne earned her place among the global top performers after competing at the 2026 
Australian Regional Braille Challenge, hosted by See Differently with the Royal Society 
for the Blind in partnership with the South Australian School and Services for Vision Impaired 
(SASSVI). The two day event, held in Adelaide in March 2026, brought together 35 students 
aged 6 to 19 from across South Australia, testing their Braille skills across reading 
comprehension, spelling, speed and accuracy, proofreading and interpreting tactile graphics. 

Competing in the Varsity category, Shianne was selected as a finalist from more than 2,000 
students who participated in the 2026 Braille Challenge season across 37 U.S. states and 
six countries — including Australia, Canada, Ireland, Kenya, the United Kingdom and the 
United States. She is the only Australian finalist in this year’s competition. 

"I'm honoured to represent Australia in Braille — but not just represent Australia, but 
represent the blind and vision impaired community and represent Braille. It's just such an 
honour. Over the past few weeks I've been sitting in my room reading all my Braille books, 
ordering Braille books online, practising off the Braille Challenge website and trying to 
interpret charts and graphs," - said Shianne Durdin, ahead of her departure for Los 
Angeles. 
 
“This is a landmark moment — not just for Shianne, but for every young person in Australia 
who is learning Braille,” - said See Differently Executive Director, Damian Papps. 

 

“Braille is the gateway to literacy, independence and opportunity which is why See 
Differently has worked in partnership with the Braille Institute to run this incredible event in 
Australia. Shianne’s achievement proves what is possible when students are given the right 
support, encouragement and access to programs that celebrate their abilities. We know she 
will have an amazing time at the finals and represent Australia with pride.” 

“Reading Braille feels like independence and it feels like inclusion. It’s an opportunity that 
opens doors and has led to this amazing competition — which is something I’ll always be 
grateful for,” - said Shianne Durdin. 

 

Event Details 

Shianne’s Farewell – Adelaide Airport 

Thursday 25 June 2026 | QF0740 12:40pm  

Adelaide Airport, Adelaide, South Australia 



See Differently staff, supporters and community members will farewell Shianne as she 
departs for Los Angeles. Media are welcome to attend for interviews and photo 
opportunities. 

Braille Challenge Finals – Los Angeles 

Thursday 25 – Saturday 27 June 2026 

University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles, California, USA 

Awards ceremony livestreamed on the Braille Institute YouTube channel 

 
About the Braille Challenge Finals 

Developed by the Braille Institute of America and now in its 26th year, the Braille Challenge 
is the only international competition of its kind in the world. The 2026 Finals will be held at 
the University of Southern California in Los Angeles from 25–27 June 2026, bringing 
together the highest-performing students from across the globe for a weekend of 
competition, workshops and community events. The awards ceremony will be livestreamed 
on the Braille Institute’s YouTube channel. In 2026, 72 regional events were held 
internationally, supported by more than 1,500 volunteers. The program has seen record-
breaking global participation, with this year marking firsts for several countries, including 
Kenya hosting its inaugural event. 

 

Highlight Video | https://bit.ly/AusInternationalBrailleFinalistHighlightVideo 

 

 
Media Enquiries 

Jodie Headland  

See Differently | Digital Content and Communications Officer 

0439 680 282 | Jodie.headland@SeeDifferently.org.au 

 
About See Differently 

Founded in 1884, See Differently is one of South Australia’s oldest charities and the state’s 
largest provider of low vision services. Its Guide & Assistance Dog programs combine 
decades of expertise with world-class accreditation to deliver life-changing partnerships for 
people living with blindness and veterans living with PTSD. See Differently also provides 
Braille lessons and literacy programs supporting independence and lifelong learning for 
children and adults across South Australia. See Differently’s social enterprise manufacturing 
and packing division provides meaningful employment opportunities for people living with 
blindness and low vision across South Australia. 
 
Website: www.seedifferently.org.au 

Braille Challenge information: www.brailleinstitute.org/braille-challenge 

https://bit.ly/AusInternationalBrailleFinalistHighlightVideo

