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"You Can Take Your Dog Anywhere." The Reality Is Very Different. 
 

International Assistance Dog Week Shines a Light on the Barriers Still Faced 
by South Australians with Accredited Assistance Dogs 

 
For many South Australians, an accredited Assistance Dog represents freedom, 
independence and the ability to participate fully in everyday life. 
 
Yet, despite legal protections, many handlers continue to face discrimination when accessing 
transport, businesses, accommodation and public spaces. 
 
This International Assistance Dog Week (Sunday 2 to Saturday 8 August), See Differently is 
bringing together Guide Dog & Assistance Dog handlers, volunteers, and supporters to 
highlight the challenges that remain, and the collective action needed to create a more 
inclusive future. 
 
The event will coincide with See Differently's annual Guide Dog Graduation at the Adelaide 
Festival Centre, where nine newly partnered Guide Dog teams will celebrate a significant 
milestone alongside a broader conversation about accessibility, awareness and advocacy. 
 
See Differently Executive Director - Damian Papps said many people are surprised to learn 
how frequently accredited Assistance Dog teams encounter barriers. 
 

"Most Australians assume the issue has already been solved because there are laws 
protecting Assistance Dog handlers." 

 
"International Assistance Dog Week allows us to celebrate these remarkable partnerships 

while also having an honest conversation about the work that still needs to be done." 
 

This year's International Assistance Dog Week theme, #BetterTogether, recognises the role 
everyone - communities, businesses, governments, volunteers and support organisations 
play in creating a more accessible world. 
 
As one of only 13 organisations in Australia accredited through Assistance Dogs 
International (ADI), See Differently is part of a global movement representing more than 
28,000 accredited Assistance Dog partnerships worldwide. 
 
The Guide Dog Graduation event will feature See Differently Guide Dog & OPK9 Assistance 
Dog handlers sharing their lived experiences, highlighting both the life-changing impact of 
their dogs and the barriers that continue to exist. 
 

"When we support Assistance Dog teams, we're not simply supporting an individual and a 
dog," Mr Papps said. 

 
"We're supporting independence, dignity and the right for every person to participate fully in 

society." 
 

"But true inclusion requires all of us to do better together." 
 

During International Assistance Dog Week, See Differently is encouraging South Australians 
to learn more about accredited Assistance Dogs, understand the rights of handlers and help 
build a community where everyone feels welcome. 



 

 

 
 
 
Event Details 
Friday 7 August 2026 from 11.00am to 1.00pm  
Adelaide Festival Theatre  
King William Road, Adelaide  
 
 
Media Opportunities 
International Assistance Dog Week Panel Discussion 
1. Real experiences of discrimination and access barriers  
2. How accredited Assistance Dogs change lives  
3. Why public awareness still matters  
4. What businesses and the community can do better  

 
Interview Opportunities 
1. See Differently – Executive Director: Damian Papps  
2. See Differently – Client Advisory Chair: Michael Hutchison 
3. 2026 Guide Dog Graduates 

 
 
Media Enquiries  
Danielle Hohneck 
See Differently | Marketing Manager  
0457 961 652 | danielle.hohneck@SeeDifferently.org.au 
 
 
About See Differently 
Founded in 1884, See Differently is one of South Australia’s oldest charities and the state’s 
largest provider of low vision services. Its Guide & Assistance Dog programs combine 
decades of expertise with world-class accreditation to deliver life-changing partnerships for 
people living with blindness and veterans living with PTSD. 
 
 


